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FORT CASPAR MUSEUM 
 

Newsletter 

Due to the ongoing concerns over the COVID virus, the FCMA Board has determined that it 
will not hold our Fall Lunch & Learn meeting.  This meeting also was to serve as the FCMA 
Annual Meeting and Election of officers for the coming year.  The by-Laws require that we 

hold an in-person election of the candidates, so here is the Board’s plan: 
 

In late August, you will receive a mailing from the Board that includes bios of all the candi-

dates and a ballot for your vote.  A day will be selected in September when you can drop off 

your ballot, ask questions of museum staff and Board members, and visit the museum.   

There are four positions that are up for election.  The term of office is two years.  If you would 

like to have your name on the ballot, please call Rick at 235-8462 or email him at               

ryoung@casperwy.gov to discuss details or ask any questions you may have.  The panel of 

candidates, complete with bios, will need to be finalized by August 17, 2020. 

Just because we can’t high-five at this time doesn’t mean we can’t keep in touch! 
Now—maybe more than ever—it’s important to stay connected.  

See page 2 for information on our new virtual Hands-on History Club programs. 

FCMA Annual Meeting Cancelled, Elections Go On 



 

Fort Caspar Museum and the National Historic Trails Interpretive Center’s Hands-On History Club 

have taken their joint workshops VIRTUAL!  Every second Saturday of the month, we will be offer-

ing new and fun classes for free which will be accessible using our ZOOM classroom.  
 

Want to learn a new skill? Add to your history knowledge?  Meet and greet people from other 

states? Countries? Students from ANYWHERE can join us online at 10:00 a.m. MST for a learning 

adventure. To get started, go to https://tinyurl.com/hohclub where sign-ups are FREE and easy. In 

addition, be one of the first 25 Casper-area families to register for a class, and you will be given a 

FREE participation box containing activity supplies and fun facts. 
 

Programs are on the 2nd Saturday of the month.  The August 8th program will explore local Oregon 

Trail Sites.  Please check our website or call the Museum for information on future programs. 

Hands-On History Club Programs Go Virtual 
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Sgt. Fremont   

Ferret is Fort  

Caspar Museum’s 

mascot for       

education       

programs. 

Lonesome Dove Traveling Exhibit 
Museum staff learned of a traveling exhibit featuring photographs of the filming of the tv mini-

series Lonesome Dove.  We are pleased to have the opportunity to bring that exhibit to Casper 

from October 20 thru November 28, 2020 

Larry McMurtry’s epic novel of two aging Texas Rangers who drive a herd of stolen cattle 2,500 

miles from the Rio Grande to Montana and establish the first ranch there captured the public’s  

imagination and has never let it go.  The Lonesome Dove miniseries, which first aired on CBS in 

1989, lassoed an even wider audience. 

 
Capturing the sweeping visual imagery of the original mini-

series, the Lonesome Dove exhibition presents classic images 

taken during filming by Bill Wittliff, renowned photographer,  

writer, and the series’ co-executive producer.   His images are 

worlds apart from ordinary production stills and depict an       

extraordinary union of art, literature, and history. 

 
Lonesome Dove features 55 sepia-toned photographs. It was orga-

nized by the Wittliff Collections at the Alkek Library, Texas State 

University,  and is presented in partnership with Humanities Texas, 

the state affiliate for the National Endowment for the Humanities. 
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Gus McRae and Call on the Mesa, © 1988, Bill 

Wittliff. Photo courtesy of Humanities Texas. 

FCM 2020 Exhibit Schedule 
More Pronghorn Than People.  On view thru October 10, 2020 

Who’s Your Candidate: Political Buttons, Pins, & Souvenirs of the 20th Century. On view thru Nov 7, 2020 

Lonesome Dove.  October 20 to November 28, 2020 

A, B, C’s of Casper History.  November 25, 2020 to November 6, 2021 

Wyoming Navy.  December 3, 2020 to Spring 2021 

https://tinyurl.com/hohclub
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FCMA NEWS 

Fort Caspar Museum reopened to the public June 8th after being closed on March 19th following orders from the governor at the 
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
  
In accordance with CDC, state, and local guidelines, we instituted some safety protocols, and we modified our hours. We are 
currently open to the general public 10:00 am to 5:00 pm daily, and we have reserved an hour from 9:00 to 10:00 am for high-
risk individuals only. Opening an hour later than we usually do allows the staff to wipe down high-touch surfaces in the museum 
and out at the fort buildings. We have acrylic partitions up at the front desk and hand-sanitizing stations at the museum en-
trances. Staff members are required to wear face coverings, and we request visitors wear them too. 
  
During the almost three months we were closed, the staff continued to work full time inside the museum on collections and 
cleaning projects. One staff person was temporarily reassigned to the Emergency Operations Center.  Our educator success-
fully moved her monthly workshops to an online platform (see page 2 for more information). By using a Zoom classroom, the 
Hands-on History Club workshops have garnered participants not only from Casper, but from all over the country—an unfore-
seen advantage to doing online programs!   
 
Sadly, almost all of our programs for the year are cancelled, including Caspar Collins Day and the quarterly Lunch & Learns.  
However, in the fall, we still plan to put on the Ghost Tours of the Fort with the Casper-Area Paranormal Seekers.  Dates for 
those evenings are October 23rd, 24th, and 30th.  

 
Since Candlelight Christmas at the Fort typically attracts many hundreds of people to our site, we 
are already planning something different for this year. It will consist of timed and ticketed tours with 
guides leading small groups to stations set up throughout the fort grounds. It will be different—like 
everything this year has been—but we hope to offer a nice holiday event for our community. 
  
We would love to see you and your out-of-state visitors at the Museum as soon as you feel safe. 

To the Membership, 

2020 has been a year of challenges, and FCMA has had to adapt and over-
come.  Many of you have noticed that the Lunch-n-Learns and Caspar Collins Day 
were not able to be held this year. Although this has been a setback in our program-
ming, the Board has been hard at work on other projects.   

Unfortunately, as our cover story detailed, we will not be able to host the Annual Membership and 
Board Elections meeting this fall  Instead, we will be mailing out an annual report with all the Board 
news for the year.  In terms of Board elections, those wishing to run for the Board should inform the 
Rick Young at the Museum of their desire to serve by August 17th and their names will be added to the 
ballot.  In order to meet the requirements of the by-laws of the Association, we will be mailing a ballot 
with the annual report along with the yet-to-be-determined date of the in-person election.  Those wish-
ing to vote will have to personally bring their ballots to the Museum on that date and drop them in the 
ballot box in order to be counted.   

Finally, in lieu of the annual fundraiser events, we will be doing an Adopt-a-Part Program for the Dodge 
pickup restoration project so that we can carry that through to completion. 

I want to thank all of you for your understanding, cooperation, and support through these difficult times. 
I look forward to seeing all of you soon!   

—Con Trumbull, Chair, FCMA Board (contrumbull07@aol.com) 

FCM NEWS — What’s Been Going On During the Pandemic 



 

Fort Caspar Museum 

4001 Fort Caspar Road 

Casper, WY  82604 

Phone: 307-235-8462 
Fax: 307-235-8464 

E-mail: ftcaspar@casperwy.gov 
www.fortcasparwy.com 

November  
7 Who’s Your Candidate? exhibit closes 
14 Hands-on History Club:  Virtual workshop  
        online at 10:00 am  FREE R 
25    A, B, C’s of Casper History exhibit opens 
28    Lonesome Dove photo exhibit closes 
 

December  
3     Wyoming Navy exhibit opens 
4 Christmas Tours of the Fort  R $ 
5 Christmas Tours of the Fort  R $ 
12 Hands-on History Club:  Virtual workshop 

online at 10am FREE  R 

July 
29 More Pronghorn than People photo 

exhibit opens 

August 
8 Hands-on History Club: Trail Sites   

driving tour; 8:00 am departure.        
Register in advance online to get 
emailed instructions. FREE  R 

 

September 
12 Hands-on History Club:  Virtual work  

shop online at 10:00 am  FREE  R 
TBD In-person voting for FCMA Board 
        positions 
 

October  
10 More Pronghorn than People exhibit 
       closes 
10 Hands-on History Club:  Virtual work-

shop online at 10:00 am  FREE  R 
20 Lonesome Dove photo exhibit opens 
23 Ghost Tours of the Fort  R $ 
24 Ghost Tours of the Fort  R $  
30   Ghost Tours of the Fort  R $ 

Fort Caspar Museum Calendar of Events 2020 

COVID Summer 2020 

Fort Caspar Museum 

4001 Fort Caspar Rd 

Casper, WY  82604 

Mission: 
Fort Caspar Museum     

collects, preserves, and 

exhibits materials related to  
the history of Fort Caspar, 

the City of Casper,  
Natrona County,  

and central Wyoming. 

WE’RE ON FACEBOOK: 
Facebook.com/ 

FortCasparMuseum & 
FortCasparMuseumAssociation 

Museum’s COVID 
Hours of Operation: 

 

Museum Open Daily 
10 am to 5 pm* 

(9 am to 10 am for high-

risk people only) 
• 

*Fort buildings close 
 at 4:30 pm  

FORT 
CASPAR 

MUSEUM 
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Key to Calendar  
 

 

Hands-on-History Club = Family-
friendly, VIRTUAL workshops with a hands-
on component.  FREE and open to all ages. 
Sign up required in advance online at:  
https://tinyurl.com/hohclub 

$ = Cost associated with event 
R = Reservations recommended or required 
 

Please Note:  All events are subject to 
change, so please call or check our website 
for more up-to-date information. 

https://tinyurl.com/hohclub

